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o of Tishri, which, of course, is the first day of Tabernacles,
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sung on the 15 steps leading up to the Holy Place. The

 :i1doa being that the first degree Psalm was read as tha priest

~ stood on the first step; the second Psalm on the second atep,-
- and so forth until the 15th step was reached « this put the
priest at the threshold of the Hdly Place. It has been '
. 8uggestadAthat this stap-reading of tha "Degrea Psalms”
.atarted with the first day of the seventh mwonth (The Day
‘; of Trumpets) and continued for 14 mora days until the 15th

" Thus » the readings direct us toward the opening of God's

. v,'great: Millenial A'ge when all on earth are ready to approach - P

.- "the Holy Place” 'as did tha priests in the Temple services.

e This may be, but it must be understood that the Bible now- 2%

here gives solid foundation to this solution. What the Bi=

'f'1:b1e does emphatically prove is that Hezekiah wrote some

. Psalms that found a place %a the regular readings in the

.j?‘Templauservicas. This may indicate that soma of his Paahms
" fappaar in our Bible." They probably do. '

Another Necess ity for Canonization
in Hezekiah's Tims

Perhaps one of the important reasons for Hezekiah

'ji during his tims to canonize certain works as authorized

of God, was for astronomical reasons. It has already bean :

~ mentionad about Ahaz's sundial going backward 10 degrecs.

' . This variation in tha qun'a.movemant {8 the last wa read of
in the history.of the ancient world. Not since tha sun |
~ veversed its motion bylthese 10 degrees has there baea any

R B




irregular wmovements in the motions of the heavenly bodies = -
at least, none that wa have record of. All of this 45 a

vary important matter to anyona studying thae scianca of

"- “; astronomy and espacially chronology. Tha reason for thin

' event being of major importance is plain. It was at thin

: time that, all of a sudden around the world, the recoxds

and traditions of the various nations begin to apeak of 5% V‘  ;ﬂ jf

"f;ﬁdaya being added to the .year's length and also that the
" moon's orbit around the earth bacame shorter by about % '

5 day. (For a full discﬁsaion on this matter, the student

o e e

: Tujcan rofer tok\_}ikavaky' Wbrlds 1n Colliaion Chaptar Bight) . 4

s S

e i besn i A3 A ronrTeamn & b 1

That a calendar change waa necescary in the dayu of
' Hezekiash is made very plain from the agbundance of racorda.

" Even the Jews have retained traditions that at ths time of

uaﬁ_Bezekiah a change becama neceamary in the slight re-arranging

of the Holy Day obgarvancos bacauae an astronomical change
in the movements of the haavenly bodiss had occurred
",{(Morgenacern. Iha Threa Calenﬁars of Ancient Israel, Hebraw

enmang

Union College Annual, vol, I, p. 13-78). In other woxds,

A"r the ancient year o£n360'daya iength and tha wmonth's length 2 : E
'j;‘being an exact 30 day period, became, in tha dayn of Heze= f;zh“"

.:f:‘kiah, our present 365% day year and 29% day wonth.

This astronomical change wmeant, virtually, the necas= |

tiﬁ?l?sity for a new calendax gor Judah!! In fact, the nituation‘;ﬁ"
'f -abasolutely demanded a.naw type of calandar to cope with

| the hnavenly movemanta. For axample, if no change in the
?-‘lcnsth‘c of years w@re to be mada. tha Foast of rabarnaclos
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:5;Vwould occur 5% days earlior each year, and within a shoxt
'1534 year poriod that pdfticular Autunn festival would be

: kept at our present Passover season in the Spring. Likee
~ wise, Passover tima would have gradually gone backwards :
f“  in the solar year, gome through the whole Qintet soesdon, and
 T>£ound itsalf being kept at Tabernacles time im oaly 34

. ghort years. By this process of the solar yoear being 5%

- days earlier each year for évegx festival, it would take .
~ about 68 yoars to &ind Tabernacles back in its propar place

~ in the Autumn and Pagsover in its ordained season of early

'  'spring. You can imagine what this permsnent changa {n the e
.+ heavens (when Ahaz's sundial wont backwards) meant to the

 righteous King Hegzekich and the Prophat Isaiah. Something ke
" had to be dona about the matter and the action had to come

vl ‘from official gources. This matter was of oxtreme seriousne

 mess = the whole festival system as ordainad of God was in |
5 danger becoma completely chaotic., 8o, somothing was dona!

‘.. A now calendar was constructed. The Jows have mentioned

' that our praesont fLunar=-Solar cecalendar (which takes into

- account’ thae 365% day year and the 29% day momth) came Pooict |
* the hands of Hezekish ({bid.). Without doubt, the Sacved .

' Calendar which guides ua‘today in the corract obzarvance' ;fJ  )

”? of God's Holy Daya'ﬁna suthorizaed by King Hezekiah and
ﬁf}vthn Prophaéltnaiah‘b of courgse, the new calendar was conge
ittruetad Sy the influence of God's Roly Spitit. | |
The fact of this calamdar change explaing a lot of
things. ?or’¢h§; D¢v1d}énd8010man haé qrdared\cdttain Pa~
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 alms and other books téibe read at specified times in the

T"Templa'sarvicas. But no@. with 5% days extra in cach year,
all of these assigned readings had to ba re-arranged or

.- they likewise would ha§¢ been road six months earlier in
 the solar yoar wichin'éhe period of 34 years. So, the whole -

-~ of the Temple sarvices had to bo re-arranged. It 4s mo

“; wonder that we find King Hozekish re-ordering and arranging ..

. the 24 priestly and Levitical courses with thair regularly
' asgignod readings. ‘Tha calendar change necossitated am

':‘.fauthoritattve tahhapins of the whole religious sociaty.
. . And this 1s what Hozekich and Isaich did. That {s why wa

£ind Hezeokiah's gign-manual being placed as an {mprimatur

S om chn'officiai works. That is why the "men of Hozekian" i

“f -(Prov. 25:1) began §opying out nov material foxr Judah's

. veliglous teaching. That is why Hozekish wrote and added

' Psalma to the regularly assigned ones by David. After all, ;;j”’-.
l”f'he and Isaiah had authority to wake thege changes and
. additions - ﬁhey had to make the re~arrangements or else e,

. have tha whole religious systom established by Mosas and ' ’ S
" David to revert to absolute chaos. And, wmay it be said in'?;
clésing this saction on the calondar-changa, that 4t can
:,ha taken for grantad that any ona who had authoity to

f, bring in a new caleondar « our present sacred one = cortaim

‘ ,. ly had authority to canonize material to accompany that

5 calondar changa. No one need quastion the offilcial caﬁa-
- eity of Hozekiah and 1satah co do what they did, for God.

by subsaquent hin:ory and tho witness of the New Testament,
has. completely. Bac&ed up both: of tbese . servants Qf qlS to the
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